
TUESDAY
FEBRUARY 11

9 AM -  10  AM 
AI  AT THE EDGE:  INNOVATING OFF-ROAD MOBILITY FROM NEW
BRUNSWICK TO THE GLOBAL STAGE
Sam Poi r ie r ,  P .Eng.  
Co-founder  and CEO of  Potent ia l

I n  th i s  presentat ion ,  Sam Poi r ie r ,  founder  and CEO of  Potent ia l ,  w i l l  share how a
Freder icton-based s tar tup i s  harness ing ar t i f ic ia l  in te l l igence to  t ransform off- road
mobi l i t y .  Star t ing f rom i t s  roots  in  New Brunswick ,  Potent ia l  now col laborates  wi th
g lobal  partners  in  Powersports ,  automot ive ,  and indust r ia l  sectors .  Through rea l-
wor ld  examples  and compel l ing v ideo demonst rat ions ,  Sam wi l l  h igh l ight  how
advanced Ter ra in  and R ider  In te l l igence systems improve safety ,  performance,  and
user  exper ience.  He wi l l  a l so  d iscuss  how nur tur ing A I  ta lent  and deve loping core
expert i se  local l y  enables  the company to  apply  the same under ly ing technology to
diverse appl icat ions ,  dr i v ing innovat ion off  the beaten path.

Sam Poirier is a co-founder and CEO of Potential, a Fredericton-based technology company pioneering
advancements in off-road vehicle intelligence. An engineering graduate from the University of New Brunswick, Sam’s
passion for off-road exploration began with his childhood spent in Africa and the Middle East, driving various off-road
vehicles across desert landscapes. Today, he leads a team of AI and engineering experts, collaborating with major
global brands to redefine what's possible in off-road mobility. Sam has been recognized by Forbes 30 Under 30, The
Globe and Mail's Top 50 Changemakers, and Atlantic Business Magazine’s 30 Under 30.

10:30 A.M.  -  1 1 :30 A.M.
SOLAR,  BATTERY STORAGE,  AND ELECTRIC VEHICLE
FAST CHARGING MICRO-GRIDS
Roby Douglas ,  P .Eng
Pres ident ,  Natura l  Forces  So lar

The Bays ide T rave l  Centre  Micro-gr id  pro ject  combines  both f ront-of-the meter  and
behind-the-meter  so lar  PV systems,  EV fast  chargers ,  and a l i th ium- ion battery
energy  s torage system to prov ide a var iety  of  benef i t s  to  the fac i l i t y .  Th is  sys tem
has been conf igured for  a  mul t i tude of  use cases .  The microgr id  sys tem can prov ide
both fac i l i t y  peak shav ing and respond to  ut i l i t y  ca l l s  for  capaci ty  dur ing peak
events ;  i t  can maximize both so lar  se l f-consumpt ion and the ut i l i zat ion of  so lar
energy  for  low-carbon EV charg ing;  and i t  can prov ide back-up power  to  both the
faci l i t y  and the EV chargers  dur ing gr id  outages.

Roby graduated from Queens University with a Bachelor of Applied Science in 2013, received a Masters Certificate in
Project Management from Schulich School of Business in 2017, and obtained his Professional Engineer designation in
2017 as well. Throughout Roby’s 10+ year career, he has worked in renewable energy, environmental services, water
filtration, and unmanned aerial systems. Roby is the President of Natural Forces Solar, a local engineering,
procurement, construction & maintenance (EPCM) company focused on distributed renewable energy systems; a
Partner in two Joint Ventures with Eskasoni First Nation and Paq'tnkek Mi'kmaw Nation; as well as a Board Member &
the Industry Chairperson of Solar Nova Scotia, a local not-for-profit organization.
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1 :30 P.M.  -  2 :30 P.M.          
(AI )RT OF THE POSSIBLE
Sienna Bu l l ,  MSc,  CPA,  Senior  Manager ,  Adv isory ,  Governance,  R isk  & Compl iance
Analyt ics ,  KPMG LLP

Get ready to  d ive in to  the future  wi th  S ienna!  In  th i s  A I  sess ion ,  you ' l l  uncover  the
latest  t rends  in  emerging technologies  and demyst i fy  generat ive  A I .  S ienna wi l l
gu ide you through pract ica l  s t rategies  for  in tegrat ing A I  in to  your  work ,  complete
with  rea l-wor ld  use cases .  P lus ,  learn  how to nav igate the landscape of  safe ,
eth ica l ,  and respons ib le  A I  use.  The future  i s  fu l l  of  unprecedented opportun i t ies—
jo in  us  to  se ize them and effect ive ly  manage the r i sks  ahead!  Don ’ t  miss  out  on
th is  chance to  e levate your  understanding and capabi l i t ies  in  the tech-dr iven
wor ld!

Sienna is a Senior Manager in KPMG’s Risk Consulting practice, with over 7 years of professional experience in
accounting, finance and data analytics, with both public and private companies.
She has both her CPA and MSc in Accounting with Cognitive Analytics. This has enabled her to focus on advanced
analytics (including machine learning and AI) with both structured and unstructured data.

She is a leader for our Trusted AI and Digital Discovery service offerings in the Region, where she helps clients assess
their AI readiness and data maturity, along with identifying best AI use cases and their implications to AI governance
organizational structures, processes and tools.

Throughout her career, Sienna has focused on working with data at a detailed level to support Audits, AI & Data
Governance, ESG, technology, reporting, cost savings, and KPIs while keeping an eye on the boarder strategy and
driving performance. She has delivered automated solutions that provide; new capabilities and enhancements to
existing capabilities to support organization and department strategies.

3 PM -  4  PM 
CLIMATE CHANGE:  WE 'RE SCREWED,  IT 'S  OUR
FAULT,  IT 'S  GOING TO GET WORSE,  AND THERE 'S
NOTHING WE CAN DO ABOUT IT
Dr.  Adam Fenech,  School  of  Cl imate Change and Adaptat ion
Univers i ty  of  Pr ince Edward I s land

Th is  sc ient i f ic  ta lk  presents  a  s tark ,  unapologet ic  assessment  of  the cur rent  s tate of  the
global  c l imate cr i s i s .  The speaker  lays  out  compel l ing ev idence of  humani ty ' s  ro le  in  dr i v ing
c l imate change,  po int ing to  decades of  indust r ia l i zat ion ,  deforestat ion ,  and the re lent less
burn ing of  foss i l  fue ls  that  have led to  the accumulat ion of  greenhouse gases  in  the
atmosphere.  The tone i s  one of  urgency and f rankness ,  as  the ta lk  de lves  in to  the many ways
c l imate change i s  a l ready mani fest ing wi th  r i s ing g lobal  temperatures ,  ext reme weather
events ,  and sh i f t ing ecosystems examples  r ipped f rom the headl ines ,  and how these effects
are set  to  worsen in  the coming years .  The speaker  argues  that  despi te  in ternat ional
agreements ,  sc ient i f ic  warn ings ,  and g lobal  act iv i sm,  human iner t ia ,  po l i t ica l  gr id lock ,  and
corporate interests  have prevented meaningfu l  act ion ,  leav ing us  hur t l ing toward an
i r revers ib le  t ipp ing point  where on ly  large-scale  geoengineer ing so lut ions  such as  p lac ing
mir rors  the s ize of  Greenland up in  the sky  to  ref lect  sunsh ine.  

U l t imate ly ,  the ta lk  i s  a  ca l l  for  radica l  honesty  about  our  ro le  in  th i s  c r i s i s  and the
l imi tat ions  of  cur rent  so lut ions ,  implor ing l i s teners  to  prepare for  a  future  shaped by
c l imate-dr iven chal lenges and to  push for  sys temic change in  how we l i ve  on th i s  p lanet ,  or
to  take drast ic  g lobal  measures  where we t inker  wi th  the overa l l  g lobal  c l imate system i tse l f .

Dr. Fenech has worked extensively in the area of climate change since 1988 starting with the IPCC First Assessment
Report. He has edited 7 books on climate change, most recently as editor of the international journal on Climate
Impacts and Adaptation Science. Dr. Fenech has taught at the University of Toronto since 1998, and lectures
regularly at universities across Canada and around the world. Dr. Fenech is presently the director of the Climate Lab
and the Associate Dean of the School of Climate Change and Adaptation at the University of Prince Edward Island.
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